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Chapter 1.
INTRODUCTION

Starting in 2019, NVIDIA has introduced a new enterprise software lifecycle for
datacenter GPU drivers. To download the latest datacenter GPU drivers (or access older
versions of the driver), visit NVIDIA Driver Downloads (and choose "Tesla/Datacenter"
from the "Product Type" dropdown box).

For getting started with installing NVIDIA drivers, refer to the quickstart guide.

1.1. Definitions
This section includes some definitions of the NVIDIA datacenter driver releases.

New Feature Branch (NFB) Release

Major feature release, indicated by a new branch X number.

Release cadence: twice a year.

Minor Release

Release that updates an NFB release, indicated by the Y version number (in X.Y) within
a given branch.

Release cadence: regular bug fix releases and critical security updates at approx. every
quarter. See also Note below.

Long Term Service Branch (LTSB) Release

NFB release that will be supported and maintained for a much longer time than a
normal NFB is supported. Every LTSB is an NFB, but not every NFB is an LTSB.

General guidance only. The actual security update and release cadence can change at
NVIDIA’s discretion.

https://www.nvidia.com/Download/index.aspx?lang=en-us
https://docs.nvidia.com/datacenter/tesla/tesla-installation-notes/index.html
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Chapter 2.
DRIVER RELEASES

NFB Releases

Customers who are looking to pick up new features (e.g. new CUDA releases that
introduce new APIs) as they become available will do so through the NFB releases.

NFB releases will receive regular bug and security updates, through minor releases,
during the 1 year that they are supported.

LTSB Releases

Customers who are looking for a longer cycle of support from their deployed branch
will gain that support through LTSB releases. LTSB releases will receive bug updates and
critical security updates, on a reasonable effort basis, through minor releases during the
3 years that they are supported.

Note that new CUDA releases will be supported on LTSBs via the CUDA Compatibility
Platform.

Evaluation/Developer Releases

NVIDIA also make rolling driver releases to support consumer products. These drivers
can be used for evaluation but are not recommended for deployment in production
(datacenter) environments. Either NFB or LTSB releases are recommended for this
purpose. In some cases, CUDA Toolkit releases may be done in conjunction with
evaluation/developer drivers.

Note that new CUDA Toolkit releases will be supported on NFBs and LTSBs via CUDA
Compatiblity.

https://docs.nvidia.com/deploy/cuda-compatibility/index.html
https://docs.nvidia.com/deploy/cuda-compatibility/index.html
https://docs.nvidia.com/deploy/cuda-compatibility/index.html
https://docs.nvidia.com/deploy/cuda-compatibility/index.html
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Comparison of Evaluation/Developer, NFB and LTSB Releases

Table 1 

New Feature
Branch (NFB)

Long Term Service
Branch (LTSB)

Evaluation/
Developer Branch

Length of support 1 year 3 years N/A

Minor release (bug

updates and critical

security updates)

Yes Yes N/A

Major release cadence
Twice a year. See

also note below.

At least once per

hardware architecture.

See also note below.

At least once

every 3 months.

General guidance only. The actual security update and release cadence can change at
NVIDIA’s discretion.



Notice

THE INFORMATION IN THIS GUIDE AND ALL OTHER INFORMATION CONTAINED IN NVIDIA DOCUMENTATION

REFERENCED IN THIS GUIDE IS PROVIDED “AS IS.” NVIDIA MAKES NO WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED, IMPLIED,

STATUTORY, OR OTHERWISE WITH RESPECT TO THE INFORMATION FOR THE PRODUCT, AND EXPRESSLY

DISCLAIMS ALL IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF NONINFRINGEMENT, MERCHANTABILITY, AND FITNESS FOR A

PARTICULAR PURPOSE. Notwithstanding any damages that customer might incur for any reason whatsoever,

NVIDIA’s aggregate and cumulative liability towards customer for the product described in this guide shall

be limited in accordance with the NVIDIA terms and conditions of sale for the product.

THE NVIDIA PRODUCT DESCRIBED IN THIS GUIDE IS NOT FAULT TOLERANT AND IS NOT DESIGNED,

MANUFACTURED OR INTENDED FOR USE IN CONNECTION WITH THE DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE,

AND/OR OPERATION OF ANY SYSTEM WHERE THE USE OR A FAILURE OF SUCH SYSTEM COULD RESULT IN A

SITUATION THAT THREATENS THE SAFETY OF HUMAN LIFE OR SEVERE PHYSICAL HARM OR PROPERTY DAMAGE

(INCLUDING, FOR EXAMPLE, USE IN CONNECTION WITH ANY NUCLEAR, AVIONICS, LIFE SUPPORT OR OTHER

LIFE CRITICAL APPLICATION). NVIDIA EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTY OF FITNESS

FOR SUCH HIGH RISK USES. NVIDIA SHALL NOT BE LIABLE TO CUSTOMER OR ANY THIRD PARTY, IN WHOLE OR

IN PART, FOR ANY CLAIMS OR DAMAGES ARISING FROM SUCH HIGH RISK USES.

NVIDIA makes no representation or warranty that the product described in this guide will be suitable for

any specified use without further testing or modification. Testing of all parameters of each product is not

necessarily performed by NVIDIA. It is customer’s sole responsibility to ensure the product is suitable and

fit for the application planned by customer and to do the necessary testing for the application in order

to avoid a default of the application or the product. Weaknesses in customer’s product designs may affect

the quality and reliability of the NVIDIA product and may result in additional or different conditions and/

or requirements beyond those contained in this guide. NVIDIA does not accept any liability related to any

default, damage, costs or problem which may be based on or attributable to: (i) the use of the NVIDIA

product in any manner that is contrary to this guide, or (ii) customer product designs.

Other than the right for customer to use the information in this guide with the product, no other license,

either expressed or implied, is hereby granted by NVIDIA under this guide. Reproduction of information

in this guide is permissible only if reproduction is approved by NVIDIA in writing, is reproduced without

alteration, and is accompanied by all associated conditions, limitations, and notices.

Trademarks

NVIDIA and the NVIDIA logo are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of NVIDIA Corporation in the

Unites States and other countries. Other company and product names may be trademarks of the respective

companies with which they are associated.

Copyright

© 2020 NVIDIA Corporation. All rights reserved.

www.nvidia.com
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